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Welcome to a night of tradition – one that we hope will strengthen your relationship in Christ Jesus, as well all those you share

this special time with.
We need Advent. Without it we stop being what we are: a people who are waiting, a people who are anticipating, and a people who are expectant. We need the gospel’s announcement of the end of time. We learn who we are in the gentle strength of an infant child.

We need Christmas time so we can shout loud and clear that Jesus Christ is born. The twinkling lights, the star topped tree, the parades, and other festivities remind us of the marvels of Christmas time. These are signs of God’s reign, signs of a life that conquers death, and of the light shining in darkness.

 The preparation, the expectation, the joy, and the hope of Advent make a way in our hearts, homes, and lives for our Savior. In the power of Christ, Advent and Christmas lead us from time into eternity.

Celebrate Advent

Pray together during Advent, which begins the 4th Sunday before Christmas, and ends at sunset on Christmas Eve. This is a time to reflect on Christ’s presence in everyday life. Plan to say a prayer together during each day of Advent. For example:

· Thank God for something that happened during the day

· Thank God for the gift of family and friends

· Express your hopes for the future

Slow down and spend time with family. The holiday season can become very hectic. Make a point to set aside time each day to stop and appreciate the true joy of the season.

Plan Ahead!

· Where to celebrate – for example, in a room in your home that is comfortable and cheerful

· When to celebrate – for example, once a week on Sunday, or everyday after a meal.

· How to celebrate – for example, by having each family member play a role in the celebrations through choosing readings, helping with activities and so on.

· Go to our web our website to find this advent book, the calendar, and the mp3s of each song to sing with.
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The first week of Advent
is for anticipation and longing
for Jesus’ coming.

It’s a special time of watchful waiting.

Light: One purple candle on your wreath.  This first Sunday represents the HOPE people felt in their hearts for a Savior to lead them out of the dark and hard times. 

Read: Matthew 3:1-12
John the Baptist talks about Christ’s coming...

Focus Verse: “He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.”

Devotional: Repentance was a familiar message for Israel, but John also announced the arrival of someone who would bring the comfort and liberation promised by Isaiah. God’s greatest work of reconciliation, of God to His people and God’s people to each other, had begun. Jesus, the fulfillment of John’s prophecy, came to finalize the reconciliation- gracing the repentant not only with forgiveness, but also the tools to be the agents of reconciliation and peace in the world. As we wait for the coming of the Messiah, may we heed John’s words and repent, opening our lives and worlds to be transformed. A life without hope is an empty life. Hope has the power to make everything in our lives better. Even when we are dealing with problems, trouble and suffering, we should not stop hoping. Your hope in Jesus will encourage you to fight against your problems and make your life meaningful in God.

Discuss and Pray:

How can we “prepare the way of the Lord”?

What “good fruit” can we share this week?

Pray for our friends and family, that their hearts would be open to Jesus this season.

Pray that God would use us to bring the good news of peace to others.

Do:

· Make a paper chain using a strip of paper for each day remaining until Christmas. Then, write a short prayer, phrase about giving, a hope or wish for the future, small drawing, etc on each strip.

· Crib for Jesus. Use a small jewelry box to make a cradle, each person adds a piece of straw or yellow yarn for each good deed they do, to prepare a soft bed for when Jesus arrives. Keep this “crib” with your nativity set, and place baby Jesus on it on Christmas day.

· Plan to do one random act of kindness this week.

Sing: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel;

That mourns in lonely exile here,

Until the Son of God appears

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come

To thee, oh Israel.

The second week of Advent is for preparing our hearts for Jesus.

Hold fast to what is good.

Light: Two purple candles on your wreath. The first purple candle represented Hope. The second purple candle represents PEACE. Peace reminds us that Jesus came to bring peace and salvation.

Read: Luke 2:25-33

Focus Verse: “You are letting your servant depart in peace, according to Your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation...a light…for glory”

 Also read:  Psalm 62:5-8

Focus Verse: “…on God rests my salvation. Pour out your heart before Him”

Devotional: We prepare to welcome Christ at Christmas into our world and into our hearts.

We focus on the coming of Christ who brings forgiveness from our sins. Jesus came to die for our sins. He was born to die for us. That is something we need to really stop and think about. 

Discuss and Pray:

What does it feel like to know that Jesus was born, to die, to take away our sins?

Stop and think about who Christ is to you.

Pray and ask if there is anything you need to ask forgiveness of right now.

Pray for a real desire to know Christ better. Talk about ways to make that happen.

Do:

· Set a place for Jesus – at dinner time set an extra place to remind us that Christ is always with us.

· Choose a community volunteer activity that you can do together.

· Make a resolutions notebook. For example you might resolve to do one volunteer activity once a month, take a neighbor a meal, speak only kind words to one another, do one kind act everyday, etc.
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Sing: Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing, -
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the' angelic host proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem."
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!


Christ, by highest heaven adored:
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the favored one.
Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see;
Hail, the 'incarnate Deity:
Pleased, as man, with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!


Hail! The heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail! The Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die:
Born to raise the son of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn King!


The third week of Advent

is for rejoicing.

It is the week for celebrating

in anticipation of Christmas.

Light: All three purple candles on your wreath. The first candle represents hope, the second candle represents peace, and this new purple candle represents JOY. Joy reminds us of the angel’s good news told to the shepherds.

Read: Luke 2:8-14
Focus Verse: “…do not be afraid, I bring you good tidings of great joy…”

Devotional:

Today we remember the joy of waiting—because we know how the story ends! We rejoice because we know how the first act of the story ended- with the birth of Jesus the Messiah. And we know that He will come again in glory. So even though the story isn’t over, we rejoice in our hope. We wait for Him because we know He is coming again!

Discuss and Pray:

Joy can be defined as “gladness of heart.” Talk about a time when Christ brought joy into your life.

How is the joy of the Lord perceived by non-Christians?

What is the happiest Christmas memory you can recall?

Pray and thank God for the gift of His Son.

Pray for someone who does not know Christ.

Share your reason for joy this season with someone!

Do:

· Find some books about Saint Nicholas from the library and talk about his personal mission to assist the needy, sick, and suffering.

· Write a poem, or make a list of things you are thankful for.

· Plan a trip to the store and shop for a needy child, a homeless shelter, nursing home, or any other need you know of. Experience the joy of giving together.

Sing: Joy to the World

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and heaven and nature sing.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
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The fourth week of Advent

is for God’s love and hope.
Christmas is almost here!

Light: The three purple candles on your wreath that represent hope, peace, and joy. Now light the pink candle which reminds us that Jesus was sent to us out of God’s love for us.

Read: Luke 1:26-33

Focus Verse:  “…you shall call his name Jesus…”

Devotional:

Christmas is almost here. Let’s turn our hearts to the hope we have in Jesus. The spirit of Christmas is very much the spirit of giving. To a lost and dying world, God gave hope and love in the form of an innocent infant child born on a bed of straw.

So often our lives are one big rush during Advent. We hardly wait at all for Christmas morning to arrive. To and fro we rush, even wishing we had just one or two more days to get our last minute shopping done. By contrast, those “certain poor shepherds” go about their everyday lives until that first Christmas morning. And then, with “great haste”, they rush to Jesus! Let’s rush to Jesus!

Discuss and Pray:

What do we most look forward to about Christmas?

How much time do we spend thinking about gifts, and fun?

How much time do we spend focusing on Christ’s birth?

Pray to have a heart like Jesus

Ask the Lord to tae away any fears or worries you might have that are taking away from your peace and hope.

Do:

· Watch a Christmas movie with friends or family.

· Read the Christmas story out loud from the Bible.

· Make special ornaments to give to your neighbors.

· Discuss how you and your family can show your love for one another.

Sing: Go Tell it on the Mountain

While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night,
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light

chorus: Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo! above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Savior’s birth;

Down in a lowly manger
Our humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn

When I was a seeker
I sought both night and day
I sought the Lord to help me
And He showed me the way.

He made me a watchman
Upon the city wall
And If I am a Christian
I am the least of all.


Christmas Day!!

Christ’s coming - the Celebration!!

Light: All the candles on your wreath. The first purple candle represents hope, the second purple candle represents peace, and the third candle represents joy. The pink candle reminds us of love. The white candle in the center represents Jesus, the light of the world.

Read: Matthew 2:1-2, 10-11

Focus Verse:  “…we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him…”

Devotional: When the shepherds heard the news of Jesus’ birth from unexpected messengers, they decided to drop everything, to break from their routine and see this new thing for themselves. This Christmas, allow yourself to be surprised. Allow something to pull you out of the routine. See, hear, and experience the wonder of God.  Return from the experience of the season like the shepherds, glorifying and praising God. 

Discuss and Pray: 
Christ’s birth was His coming into the lives of mankind. When and how did He come to your personal life?

What would you like to be doing the split second when Christ comes again?

Do you think the Lord has any parties? If so, what are they like?

Do:

· Sing a carol.

· Write a prayer.

· Place baby Jesus in the manger…if you did the straw or yarn activity; remind family members how proud you are of their kind acts.

Embrace the meaning and joy of Advent!

Sing: Away in a Manger

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And take us to heaven, to live with Thee there.
Sing: What Child is This?                                                  

What child is this, who, lay to rest
On Mary's lap, is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:

Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come peasant king to own Him,
The King of kings, salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The Virgin sings her lullaby:
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!
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It is our earnest prayer that you keep in and with you all that Christ has done this holiday season. Let’s be a people who are preparing ourselves constantly for Christ.  Let us be a people who are expectant about Christ and all He can and will be in our lives.

Let the joy of the Lord permeate who we are as His people. May we always remember to speak hope to one another. We desire that a true family tradition has been born for you.

This is meant to be a format to follow as you let the Lord lead you on from year to year. The best inspiration always comes from above. Let the Spirit bring a freshness and newness each and every year.

Have a Merry Christmas North Point Fellowship!
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What the Wreath Symbolizes

Circle: God is the Alpha and Omega. He is everlasting. His kingdom knows no beginning and no end. (Rev.1:8)

Straw: Jesus the Son of God became a man and was placed in a lowly manger. (Luke 2:7)

Green: We have eternal life in Jesus. (John 3:16-17)

Gold: The kingship and Royalty of Jesus. (Isaiah 9:6-7)

Pine Cone: The cross of Christ made of wood. (John 19:17)

White: The purity of Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

Red: Jesus’ precious blood shed for our sin. (John 9:34)

White feathers: The Holy Spirit, the Comforter (John 16:13)

Candle Light: Jesus, the Light of the World. (John 8:12)

Isaiah 60:20 “The Lord shall be thy everlasting light.”

