“Plan for Moral Purity”
Pastor Paul Meldrum

Personal resolve in the area of moral purity is my commitment to keep myself aligned with God’s instructions as they pertain to my married status and proper moral behavior.  Compromising this resolve will knowingly put me closer to the edge of sin in various areas of morality.  


I have consulted the following resolves with my wife and will share them with those that hold me accountable.  As a husband and a pastor I understand that I am a prime target for Satan and his evil desire for me to fall morally.  


It is with commitment to Christ, my wife and all those that I love and shepherd that I put forth the following resolves and moral fences.  (Some of the following have been influenced by Dr. James MacDonald of Harvest Bible Chapel and his paper entitled “5 Moral Fences”).
1. I will hold my wife in high esteem and speak of my deep love and respect for her in private and in public.  I know my deep devotion to my wife.  It is very important that all that I associate with understand my commitment as well.  This serves at least 2 areas.  
· My willingness to share openly keeps my intent & purpose pure and focused on my bride.  If there is a temptation to not speak of her, it is a warning that I am traversing wrong territory.
· Speaking openly and publicly of my love and devotion sends a clear message to those around me that I will not compromise the sanctity of my marriage.
2. I do not meet with any woman in a closed room or more than once for counseling.  Because illicit relations are most often not planned but incidental to other activity, and because counseling is personal, intimate, and can form emotional bonds I am resolved to abide by the above commitment.  Each resolve made and followed, places barriers that protect from sin.  If there be a rare exception to this resolve, it is absolutely required that either my wife or another pastor be in the room and an evaluation of the interaction take place once the counselee leaves.
3. I do not ride in the car with a female other than my wife or an immediate family member.  While this can be very inconvenient for me or someone else, this resolve removes the opportunity of either developing a relationship or having a misunderstanding or any accusation levied against me.  Of course planning ahead is the key, but when there is an unexpected occasion it will not be an excuse for violating this resolve.  Again, any resolve named in this paper is for the purpose of staying back from the edge that would lead to sin and moral failure.
4. I will be careful to not flatter or compliment a woman for their looks or dress, but for their character and conduct.  Flattery is a sin, but compliments are much more subtle in how they are given and received and even the intent for which they are given.  The reason many of these resolves are necessary is because of need areas in individual’s lives.  If a woman is vulnerable and needing attention and I unintentionally meet that need, it is possible that an inappropriate bond can be formed and become a setup for moral failure.  Therefore I will be careful, and slow to speak even in a complimentary manner.
5. I do not place myself in any position, conversation or correspondence that would lend itself to the danger of developing a relationship with a woman.  Whether conducting church or secular business, I must be careful to meet for the purpose of accomplishing the God ordained task and not for the result of relationship building.
· I will not meet outside of church supervision with only a woman.  
· I will avoid over communication or personal conversation with a woman

· I will apply the standard of my wife’s approval with what I say and how I act.

· If there is any question as to whether or not something is appropriate, that makes it inappropriate.

6. I do not go anyplace alone that can be a potential for falling morally:  Men that are serious about following Christ don’t fall into sin together.  Just as the tactics of aerial combat is to peel away one plane from the group, so Satan attempts to peel away a man/woman so as to cause his/her demise.  Though this resolve is a general one, it could apply to going to certain parts of the city, staying in a motel room on a trip, an unknown meeting as to exactly who will be there, or even such innocent things as a sporting event or movie.  Ecclesiastes 4 is correct in saying that two are better than one.  I will apply the buddy system whenever needed or a specific situation is in question.


The above moral resolves or fences are only good if they stand in good repair and are known by those that would hold me accountable.  To that end, I will share each of these with my wife and be available for her holding me accountable at any time without my offense.  I will further give copies to my elders and accountability partners so that they can observe and critique my behavior.  Finally, I will keep a set of the title lines in a place where it comes into view often.

 
In closing, it is the Holy Spirit of God that strengthens me for the battle that wages around me.  I will pray for His filling, strength, and integrity to fulfill my calling to Jesus, my wife, children and ministry.
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