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Feuds, Familics & Foundation
It’s a delicate issue you know...”we’re not their type” or “they aren’t the
same as us.” Welcome to the last 12 verses of Ephesians chapter 2 where
Paul is mixing the Capulets & Montagues, the Hatfields & McCoys, the Jews
& Gentiles. Paul is telling the Gentiles and any Jewish observers that God'’s
plan in Christ is peace & unity among them, not hate, law & attitude be-
tween them. Peace is the order of the day. Peace that joins men &
women to God, and Jews & Gentiles in Christ. Peace that lays aside the
ceremony & tradition and that focuses on oneness and humility built on the
Cornerstone, Jesus. OK, so it’s not a great love story (Oh Romeo) or a rous-
ing feud (between hillbilly farnilies) but it “builds” to a great finish.
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Peace: eipfivn’, ng : pronounced: i-ray-nay
a set of favorable circumstances involving peace and tranquility
exemption from the rage and havoc of war. Harmony, security, safety, prosperity
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Nesting In Lion’s Mouth

Upon the plains of Waterloo there stands a great bronze lion,
forged from the captured guns of Britain’s foes in 1815. The beast’s mouth
is open and snarls through his teeth over the great battlefield.

When | saw it last, one spring noonday, a bird had built its nest

right in the lion’s mouth, twining the twigs of the downy bed where the

fledglings nestled around the very teeth of the metal monster, and from
the very jaws of the bronze beast the chirp of the swallows seemed to

twitter forth timidly the tocsin of peace. It was the audacity of hope.
Walter Baxendale

Wwhat better place to build yjour nest of peace
than in the indestructible fortress
of the Lion off Judah,
_Jésus Christ.
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We look forward to the time when the Power of Love will replace the Love of Power.

Then will our world know the blessings of peace.
William Gladstone (1809-1898)
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Let’s Discover & Discuss: Ephesians 211-22

1. Gracewasthe topic last week (v1~10) and this week it is Peace. How do
these two concepts contrast from one another?

And how do they go hand in hand?

2. When Paul says in v14 that “He is our peace...”, what significance does that
hold for us as “Christ Followers?” Remember, Go Deeper.

3. So,who are the two “dudes” being talked about in v19 and how are they
brought together?

4. What are the benefits of peace and unity (17#92)?

Abolished the Commandments & Ordinances (v 15)

The laws that were abolished were not the 10 Commandments or the
2 greatest that Jesus spoke of (Mt. 22:37-39), but what were those
considered the dietary and ceremonial laws that separated the very
lives and cultures of the Jews & Gentiles. Jesus clearly said that He did
not come to “abolish” the law (the big 2) but to fulfill it (Mt. 5:17).
And so He did!

Key Verse This Week:
2:14 For he himself is our peace,
who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh
the dividing wall of hostility ...
ESV
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Go Deeper: In verses 11-22 we look at God’s Peace. Take a moment to reflect... do
you feel that Peace in your life, right now? How can you share in that peace?

Look at our Key Verse (2:14 previous page); see any walls of hostility in your life?

Colossians 1:20-22

“and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross.”

{Ol’ us.

5. Now, correlate the “peace & oneness of the previous verses with the
“citizenship & ]:)Llilding” addressed in verses 19-22 and make some sense of it
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o Continue to pray through & meditate on Ephesians 2

o The blessing of Peace issues forth from an intimate & vital relation-
ship with Jesus. How are you doing with Jesus?

o s there any issue of unity with you and someone else in the body of
Christ? How will you (you must you know) reconcile it?

o Build the church! (1:22-23 & 2:22). What will you do, small or

large to build up the body at North Point?




