Cheapskate Hints

CLOTHING

Sears takes Lands End returns, so that’s a savings on shipping if you need to return an item from their mail order catalog.

Also, the Sears Kid Vantage program allows you to return for a free replacement of kids pants and shoes that gets ripped, torn, etc.  This is a huge help for boys who always blow out the knees in their jeans!

Savers and other thrift stores (Goodwill) are great places for clothing – sometimes even new with tags still on!

RETAIL

Various restaurants have discounted kids meals on weeknights.

A favorite online store, Christian owned, high quality outdoor supplies and casual wear, lots of shoes, often at very reduced prices (wait for the sales and clearance), unconditional return policy is sierratradingpost.com

Farmers’ Market has great prices on nice produce, usually much lower than large grocers.

Big Lots has lots of snacks for kids’ lunches or picnics, road trips, etc. and regular, unusual & foreign foods for reduced prices; not always the same items, but shopping once monthly can give some good ideas for different menus or meal accompaniments.  Also have inexpensive household furnishings (bedding, towels, etc). 

When grocery shopping, buy only from your shopping list and buy on sale.
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FOOD

Cooking Time Savers:

Always or often cook double, at least the meat portion, and freeze or refrigerate for later use.  If making and freezing a casserole and the dish will be needed before that mealtime, line dish with foil or plastic wrap, fill with food, freeze, then remove food from dish by lifting foil or plastic wrap and wrap completely for returning to freezer.

When cutting vegetables for salads or main dishes, cut extra while board and utensils are out; save for use within next day or two.

 

Misc. “frugal fetishes”:

Save unsoiled plastic wrap, foil, waxed paper for a second use – like when it just covered a dish but didn’t touch the food, or was used for something dry like bread

Wash Ziplock bags and hang to dry – over soap dispenser, knife block, or just prop upside down on towel to drain

Have children use colored cups so each child remembers his/her color during the day and doesn’t use a different one with each drink – they can learn early to rinse out and save for later 

Pprepare enough dinner to send leftovers for lunch for those going to work (husband or yourself)

Save small portions of leftovers for soup or stew, using a broth or pot-roast juice base or prepared soup and adding lots to it (meats, veggies, more spices, some cream for thickening? – be creative)

Use beans instead of half the meat to extend the budget when fixing stews, pot-pies, casseroles – using dried beans which you have soaked and cooked is much cheaper than canned

Explore joining a food co-op with some friends – can get very reduced prices on bulk foods such as flour, sugar, spices, herbs, and even chocolate chips, nuts, etc.

Serving up ice cream to a big crowd is sticky, messy and time-consuming. Before the party (even a day ahead) pre-scoop ice cream into paper lined muffin tins and put them back into the freezer. When it’s time to serve the cake, just put one of the paper cups of ice cream on the serving plate with the cake—no mess, no fuss!

Invite friends over for a leftovers fellowship/pot luck. Everyone brings their leftovers to share so there is no extra expense.

RESOURCES

Miserly Moms – available from the library - is very helpful (I think I got the recipe for homemade baby wipes from that book!)

DVDS & Videos – the library has a wide selection of movies, plus if the item is checked out, patrons are able to place holds on up to 20 choices.

WEB SITES

www.Retailmenot.com gives out online codes for promotions for a variety of stores, restaurants, etc.

http://www.debtproofliving.com/ (formally Cheapskate Living) authored by Mary Hunt.  Also able to sign up for emailed helpful hints from this site.

http://www.freezersmarts.com/  Recipes and tips for preparing make ahead freezer meals.  New meals each month.

http://www.dinnerplanner.com is a great site for grocery coupons, menu planning and easy shopping and cooking ideas!
OTHER 

Do you pay required private mortgage insurance (PMI)along with your house payment?  No one may tell you when you are no longer obligated to pay it!!  It is totally up to the mortgagee to remember or keep track of when they have satisfied the requirements and no longer have to pay this fee…otherwise, it just keeps getting charged in your mortgage payment.  

 

Use it up, wear it out;

Make it do, or do without!

Thanks to Margaret Rynn, Angie Balman, Sherry Baker, Ronna Meldrum, and Risa Dyer for their contributions to these cheapskate hints.

